Chapter Two,

Heving deslt, in fair length, with the founding of the Coupeny aad
of the men and boys who were aggociated with, one becomes 8 little
curiogs Ho know more of the "Coapany'", of the asctivities that were
bound uys with 1it, and of the maaner in which they were applied. One
will noit expect to fiad recorded & list of ectivitleg which will coumpare
with thogs which are practliced today, and therelore the fect that st the
eariy oubtset, "Bilble CGlage", "Dritl", and "Rooms" appear Lo be the oanly
three zetivitieg with whleh the Cowoony wag concerned chould not occasion
surprise. To the lads of Bush 1111l Park the intecect provided by Jjusl
thege three mediumeg nush surely have been & boon, particularly so, one
would imasine, that of the YRooums" 3iving esg 1t d4id scope for a ueasure
of recreation and socliability the like of which had not previously
exinted, , :

"The Boys' Rooms zt the Headouerters are open Tor the use of lembers
of the Company on Tuesday and Friday evenlange Trom 7.34 to 2,0, They
are supplied with sames, books, bdovers and perlodicalg, so that the
Boys may spend the long winter evenlilnszs ia & pleagant and profit-
able wey "

That extract from an early Coumpany Cord tenpts uvs Lo supplement Lhe
earlier hiant of a "boon" with the more likely representation ol a
"Dlessing”.

Both Drill and Bible Clasz were well atteaded, Drill, of course,

wag & nore strenuoug affalr in thoge times than 1t is now, Tovr the use

of rifles eelled for & larger scope in the Beneral practice ol Drill,

It was, perhepg, only to be expected that & modified form of mllitary
ariil would be practiced in thoge early days, for, to speak In a gseneral
way, they were the timeg of a Victorian discipline, & discipline - ag we
view 1t in retrospect - that doeg appear to héve been heavy and oondereus
in its nature. But the purpose for which Drill was practiced wag well
served, and Digelpline - the fosterinzg of which was, and still 1g, the
great reagon Tor the appearance and practice of Drill in B.B. work - soon
becane to be recognlsed as a good (thoush irisome) thing, and was
acceplbed &g such.

The Trults resulting from satiendance at Bible {lags can, perhaps, bLe
betber judzed by taking o geacral view ol the tyoe of citizen that an
0ld boy of the B.B. becomes, for the Bible Closg hasg always been considereda
the most important of the many and varied activities vpracticed by the
Hovement, Therefore, it 1lg obvious that attendance at thesge Bible classes
nust have gome effect on the charactere and personalities ol those who
attend them. The amonnt of effect is, ol course, dependant on the receptive
nature of the individual concerned, but high above all guestion there
does stand thieg decisive fact, that many among the oubstanding ciltizens
of today, amonsy the benefectors and among thoge who render Tine work in
public service are thoge who, as boys and youths, served with the Boys'
Brigade, and who -~ ag they will readily admit - were enabled, by that
attendance, to lay hold of the qualities that have stood them - and us -
In such good stead, and which have played no gm2ll part in the further-
ance of Christ's Kinsdon, '

Regearch hag shown, however, thet 1ittle time was lost before the
activities of the Company bezxan to expand, Pesgling relerence has already
been made of the Drun and Fife Band which wag Tormed under the charse of
Ar, Ridze. A noteworthy enterprige thie, and one callins for our hizh
comuendation, particulesrly when we call to mgnd the monner in which a
slmilar , one belonging Lo a contenporary Company, had been treated by
the hooligang of the disgtrict, It is unfortunate thet fuller detalls of
this, bthe Tiret Band of the Company, are not availiable, or rather, have
not been dlecovered by the writer, bul, nevertheless, oane con well
Imazine the enthugiasm that such an inovaition must have brouzht forth,
and one Teels gure that there was no lack of coupeltition amony the hoys
of that tine for pnlaces and particination in the Band.
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Ag regards another of the activities that made early appearance - one
concerned with the work of Ambulance - we are able to zsrnish cur
reference with fuller and more gseatisflying detalils, Thie work was
commenced and carried on under the direction of Cayt, Herdwan, who, sone
time after the formation of the Coumpany, had p”Sde the BX”ﬂlﬂ Lloq of
the #t,John's Ambulance Soclety, and vag thervefore well-fitted Lo have
charze of thisg interegting and uselful work, Stretceher Drill was alsgo
practiced in conjunction with thig c¢lass, and proof of the proflclency
attained comes 1n the Fecording of the faect that in the year 1897 the
2nd Enfileld Compsny had the honour and digtinction of putting on an
Anbulence show at the B.B. London Digtrict Display, held that year in
the Queen's Hall, London.

A Company Drill Cerd of &n early date refers Lo, "(lasses for .
Ingtruction in Fretwork" held under the asuspices of the Middlesex County
Council and "open to members of this Company, bub only those who have
left school”,

There ig algo a reference on thig same Drill Jard to the effect
that "A Savings Bank is conducted in connecbion with this Gompany. Deposthts
of one fenny acd upwards will be received on Fridays before 8 p,n.
Interect vill be allowed at the rate of one Penny upon every half-crown
ser annui,"  (Just in pass ;nu, did you notice the Friday night touchl?)

The holding of Company Sports soon became establlshed, and from tLhe
showlng ol their form 1d the various events a team of boys was selechted
to represent the Company at the Annual Insgpection and Sporls weeling
held by the combined Enfield Compenieg esch Whit-ionday (of which wmore
anon). The sannouncement on the Jr‘1l Card of this evenbt meatlons the

usual routine instructions, such gg "full drese parade ot 2,30, ete.," and
concludes with thegewords, "In Lhe bveﬂlﬂ$ a Tea will be provided”,.
That 1ittle phrase struck the writer as having some significance, and alter
thinking it over - a gurvey vhich ineluded personal r900alecblozs of
oravﬁlcd] and active OBPthlyathﬂ in past Company Teas coupled to
impressions gathered in leter years by & gtill practical (bub not quite
g0 actlive) attendance el einilar Company functions - he was led to the
peliel that perhope there 1s yel another tradition that has been handed
on, unimpoired, from one generation to another!

However, to set back to the mein btheme of thle chapter, 1t doeg

bﬂcomp apparent how were gradunlly inteoduced activities that were atb

once interesting and beneficial to thoge vho narticipated in then.
Tﬂe Bible Cless, where the leds were instilled with the habit of reverence
sad with gpiritual unde V“bdﬂulﬂé. The Drill nights and the gpecial parades
which encouraed the ladg JLLNJRH]LuJ, digelpline snd gell- ;e),peui, Tﬂ&
clageses Tor Ambulance and Fretwork, and Lhe Baand, 81l three of whic

sousut bo slve scope and to allow fTor the Gevelopgment of such taleﬂt R
Ehe Dboys posaeuhcu The "rooms" wbich pesraltted the iadulzence in
gociubility wnd recreatbion, and wi also provided an lmportaanl outled
for the soumevhat gLLLlou gad goweviloee mls-directed Uigh sploits ol Lhe
“ﬁyﬂ, The Tuviags Poak wit'o it arest lesson, aad itg praciical eroousags -

wenl, il the woy = Lile ! Athidetic SF?’:FS the foofball £nd
2 G =t ] = SO Tinep vhich alled 10 tle develonguent of the
s owell g ol lue Lody, ag ¢ ei Phyeleel Exercices,
In the use of which the 2nd of Enfield
Sompaniep o adosh such syactlee,
co nueh thea Tor Lhie eaily ogb? Fitles; end &g one reviewsg theg 1In bhe
lisht of the circumsitences that exigted in the early years there lg drawn
From one a ready admittsnce that thoge who held thal early chorse chowed
erterorise ond re@ouree, and one can clearly see 1n 21l those varied
Tranches of the Companys esrly work how thadl sreat olbiject of the R,B., wasg
ever kept 1n mind, and elowly, yelt very surely, brouzht hone Log
developed among the boye of Boeh Hill Park
A 1ittle tale that bes been pacsed on ﬁ@ Lie writer by iy, Jenkins
sliows 1 estriking fosghion how deeply instilled had become +the enthusisem
Tor this new movenenlt. The tale concerns two genior menbers of the Compaiy ,
£y e 1 -

fred Roce & ary Za]u, ﬂxd the incldeant lhad 1te effect ob o Llue wheo
AT e I— o - = R T a2
gy were perving ap JLeil-Zerpeants vwith the Company, It appesrs Lhat two
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lads who were privates in the Company uwoved awvay Trom Sush Hll] FPork

to sellile 8nd live ot Leyton., Fred Rose and Henry Zeola .
loterest in the welfure of thege 1w1F, made It Lheir tusinen
Jjourney ceross to Leybon Lo rernaw conbact with the lads, and, one
thing leading to enother, th@y':VLﬂih ?Iy : ¢ agoudinted with the
Officers who were 1n charme ol & B,B. 0 omnp that weg attached to

the Leyton Ffarish Church., 8o intense wag Lue enbiuglesn of Fhece tvo
goung men - 611l in their 'teons - that they made o praclice ol

VluibLﬂé “mig Company al leyton to give nrechical help end assigh

mm:m, c;f’ 1L, A Y:. additionsl -

we Tooh L.:L the feptain

H.G111in Ak, i

L0
plat of daterest comes in o

>

I that Coupsany at thel Lise

was Lhe Hev,B e noted Thunty ericketer snd one
of the famoug cirleketi e Cenon Gillinglsm, /
Wil } i 0" London,

‘Wing, it ie bwlieved, somevwhere in

There wog yeb snotlher feature 47
thatl gulickly esbablished eelf, o2nd,
now lay qualifi

e

corly apoesreace
3 '{.:Q Aa
ed clalm to its beinz the nost Bopulaer

Company o meny setivities, mhlch, beiny spread over a period of fitty

ay , one that Can
of ﬁll of the

C i
Jeers, can rightly be cﬂnﬂLualﬁi nuae rous, (And Compa iy "“eanill‘tf”
t=xele] uded Trom the lighl) o & ghtatement mis FL wvell be
being'faﬁher ce plng and justh 1ittle bold, and yel
ig ‘

there vho, heving expericnced "Canp”, will seek to
deny bhe title bestoved on it. 7

Gamp'l That #imole word, yet holding such a weallh in mesning that
tlie very mention of it can couse to be conjured up a thousand 2nd one

Incideols, set in ag meny varied gsetlings, Vhat taleg Gould.,.., nay,
“hat tales are told of those slorious hours anent ir Joyous freedon
(ex ¥eepting, of courge , "Orderly", "Patigue". and - dore we mention

it -~ "Picket" dmbies! 2mony plessent ?Lagea often with the tany of
the sea in our feces and The gound of its r“thntu our ears. and
Torever tLhe m“ule ﬁY pect enriched with a Iraternal Qinplcj ol Baprit-
de-corps so of ,Lz.enhvened #ith that keen yet ever Tri eadly, iater-tent
o maybe inuermOomgamy civaley which offered itself - e was sazerly

coeepted - ag an outlet Tor and the means vherewith we could (end didl
indulgp in thoge Llively epcavodes bhat have pleyed guch & greot part ir
the fag shioning of 10116Uu Camp Traditiont

But UeLore we y]un e deep into Camy reminiscence lot us, reaembering
bthat this ip o Company Hig story, give osrominence to historical Tact, It
sppears that L;e first Camp with which the Company was concerned was
in the sumier 1833 vhen & o rty of boye from tngr*‘,mqnﬂny took part
in a Camp helq bj the North London ?6iualL0n But perhapg veel Camp
nlestory for thig Sonpn ny commences in the year 1837 when the firaeh
Camp ezclusive bo Doye of the united Tnfield Companies wes held at
Hayling 1”19nu. The Camp wag sgo successful that it vidig repeated the
next year and alsgo Lhe year fo]low1q1 on that, but for the next year
the venie wag cnonged and the Ceap, «%11ll run hy the united Companiesn
of Enlield, wag held at Loveatoflt,

And 45 the years have gone by 80 has the uompan each year held
its Camnp. Sometimes it has zone its golitary woy ag Company Cemp; at
other timeg it hasg Jolned with the other fon gpanies of Enfield in fovn~
ing hU“e and always stlmulating Battalion Campu. In later years an even

)

more Lerévtano combination has been Tormed “nen the Coupeny hag
JOlﬂLﬁ and horea Gamp with other Compenies vwho have Lelonzed to

udubollOﬁS othier than that of the ¥afield unit, And ag the style ol
the Campg hag veried so have tlhe surroundings in whieh the Ceaps have
been set up, Amons the places where succenslul Canps have besen heid
fre, Lovwegtidft, Yhiteteble Pelizstove, Hay ling Teland, Clacton,
UQquJd Bay (i Le of Wizht) and ot uoutnxolq. af late yeafa the Gamp
haa made for itasll s moxe or lews permanant place ob Vhiteclirfy Bay
Hear Benbrldse, 1n the besubitul Iele of Wizhts Dub whatever hay been
the glyle of tihe Caup - Company, Battalion, or otherwise ~ and where-
ever has been 1lts eiltustion - Teol Coagt, hit' ilae LQVLQOP”tjﬂ and
Dracing

South, to the goft werm y1119 and geenie beauty of the

Tamous there hog ever remdined , unchenzed and uﬂdl[MKﬂl that
siread “Iilch hes olwayy eniunrted the ﬂampﬂ of the ynfjold B.B.




There will still be found that glorious chaos which resulted wos T
mornings from okr endeavours to coax, and, perhaps, to assist (7?)
the slackers bto rise from thelir bedsg; a chaos which, in some emaziag
vey, was vtransformed into that unifoirm and orderly tidiness recuired
from every tent by the time of Tent Inspection. There will still he
Tound that hecltic rush to the Cook-house by the tent orderiys, each
to receive hiles tent's rations; and there can still be hesard - Tunda-
mentally the same thoush coloured in modern jarizon - the causbic
comments passed by ilmpatient tent-mates to an aforementioned orderly
ghould he make a bhelated return and bhearing - to hie awful shomel -
rationg which hisg critical colleazues iunply - for the aost part uajustly
g0 = are ghort in weizhtl There can still be seen the aueue which
twlce dsily Torme ot the Camp Bank, & queue that becomes noticeably
and pethetically smaller ss the days of Camp pasgs, all tocquickly by
and one can hesr azsin, as in dayg post, lads disgcuseing, rather
enxiously, the weaxening steale of their Tinences. '"Tirst-timers" to
Oomp stlll wmake the error - ag perhaps you cnd I did - of gtulffing the
palliagge so Lizhtly with gbrew that one cannot hielp bub roll off
d@ibing the hours of sleep! Azain will be heard the chaff and gquick-
witted sallies that pass between the Orderly Squed, as 1t marches ofl
to attend ites duties, and those who -perishing the thousht that their
tura mugt surely come - have the time Lo themselves,

Loox around, and one will cee agein those groups of verying slze,
made up - gulte naturally, and Just ag sponuaneously - of Offilcers and
boys,clad, almost without excepilion, in shirte and shortes of varying
colour and gtyle, meendering elons towards the sea, with gwimming
cosbume and towel glung over the shoulder or swinglng in the hand;
and 1T one chooses Lo welilt upon their return there will be seen, ags wag
of 0ld, those dampened costumes and towels glung oul to dry over the
SUuy raopes ol gome such other ilmproviged clothes line, Thers will he
seen the plesgure that is brouzat by & lebter from home, and il
perchance it ghould be that in thet letber ie found an unexpected
Foptal Order we shall see the thrill of itg receipt made just os
menifest ag was the case when, in daysa past, such plezgure wag our own.

Football and Cricket? They still are there, Basket Ball (special
B.B. code.) and that exclusive Cams sgport of "Puddocks" ? Yes, both
are gtill ever present, Just as are the Bugle Calle, and Earwis Killing,
fun and fea-bathing, the "pull” of warw blankels at the tiae of
Hevellle, and the grotesgue shadovs that move on the caavas of the
tents ag the inmates bed down Tor the night. Viesit the Conteen and
you will find the stuff that you and I ate, drank, and made merry
with satlefylng agein the dewends end prefersnces of lively, healthy
ladg, You will find, ag you zo about, that tiere still abides
gyapethy and coagideration for 2 tent-mate vho, Teeling a bit under
the weather, ls constralned to keep hig bed, and that there is still
that gell-same delizht in hearing the gudden and Indignant exclemation
that comes from the worthy Tent commaender e his toe finds the mallet
surreptitiously planted between his blankets!

Tor the gentimentalist there ig still the glory of the petlting
gun, an? the hush that settles on the Camp asg the "retreast" isg
sounded: Tor him, maybe, there 1s the ever pregenlt view of a digtant
Lisht-ghip, the heauby of the meconlizht on the water, the flagh Trog
buoy ead Lishthouse throuzh the dark of the night, the weasured [low
of restless waves seeking the ghore, and the ceaseless boom ag, Tindiag
what they seek, they gpend themeelves in 2 lagt aad finnl frenzy:
for him, the digtant twlnkle of fer-awey ships pogsing 1n the nizht,or
perhapg, the peace and quiet of & Camp &t rest,

But for all who wigh 1t there fo still to be had that sense of
Treghaesg end that invisoratioa, vhen, stripped to the waist, and with
the wind whipping round his ribe, a Tellow vasghesg and towels himgel?
vith e thorouzhness ead a vigour which, could she bub witneegs it, would
erouge doubts in & motherse mind as to the mental well-bheing of her
of f-sprinz!l There is atill the swell of z00d cooking, sbill thosge
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lmpromptu ging-sonmne around the twansy Caap plano, and gtill the sanme
fun to he had froa a portable sgramopnone: bthere gtill are held thobse
unlawful Teasts whith bring the proof that Potetoe CGric Dy, Chancolate
biseulls, Turkish Delight, lUsrzipan and Cracknel Bars, btaste never ao
well as vhen Teasted uvon at the howr of wmidnizht and waghe& down
mltq &1noer Beer, Lemon 3guash, Tizer, or gome guch other cholce and
Tavoured nectar! iHach tent -~ o it seemyg, Trom tales that are hold -
is ebill blessed with at lesst one wember who can biring into play
those so uselul of "arte" (%) "werounzing” aand "waniling"; aad yet,
alas, curged with another meuber vho 1u obsesgsed with the inristence
of talking after "Lizhts Out? (& practice oft-tinmes culainating in
resulte so dire that the whole of hie unfortunste and - more or less -
iaqocent tent-mates are eqbrnhed i1a the nunichment meted oub by an
ted Officer of the Deyl) The Tent-commnaler still Toen
hls nizhtly rituonl of “clﬁckeﬂiﬂ~ of " the ~uy rones, Thors
will =13i11 be fOUMu & vrebehaed tent-nez hh “+, thrcu;houi the yvhole
‘1od of Comp, seamp to have no
|

than Lo trip a fellow

4 thoge rather wonderful "hi:a teas” wr
vith Lhe end of & Joins with one's collesay

oaegell proud, Te enhrnced by the alitealdsnve at the laden
tanle -~ in the capacity of honoured suests - of Officers who have
Found favour with us, There 1w still the Hes 2ty lauwshter to be heard
when, 2% supper biae, Toedd the hoyul r famn "Ragh
nokes -~ withous pred : or favour - ile good uoluwu fun at
the many personalities alvax- to be found in 0=

And there 1g egtill thet reverence when, at the clope of day
and la the goft light thet spreads from the wlukidw lanteras Lhtou>ﬂ~
out the ilsrguee, the jOUﬂb and earnegt volces dfe 1L£Leq up in an
evening lyma of Pralge Lo God: and there followse on (who can fTorzet
it%) that atillness and tnat hallovednegsgs when young heads are bowed
in prayer,

And, Just cg wag the cage with you and I, fellows stlll retire
to bed with the determination Lo bhe up in the moraing and - with
Sparten like couwraze - to brave zn early morning bathe ( and, just og
with you and I, they funk it when td@ woraing comes! )

Then, Tor gure, when Camp isg "struek" Lhere can still be seen
thogse tell- Ld?m ‘eil—vorn circular patches which remailn to tell of the
teat thalt once ;o @ up and svood there, But Neture, in her Je e loudy ,
loges no time Lo have removed those scars which offend ner dlfnluJ
and jmock her prider Time, and those who ars atbached to his Court -
Toll, Worry, and Care - LhAj too, take their toll; and o our memories
become dimmed. Dimmed, mayhe! bub never effaoed' S0 it 1s - and praig
be for it - that a casuel glance at a faded . qnaovho1‘, and lo!, the
floodsates of memory are op@ned' A chance remark of a fellow old bo
and away do we plunge inbto an orgy of reminiscence!

How then ¢hall we end this story? IHow Qhall we letve 10, that
ve ey pase on Lo the further telling of our Comnpeny's Higtory?

What belter than that we take arain bhe B,B., Hyan Book, and,
turnjmﬂlt pages, Lo 1lizht on, and quobte, the opening lines of that
beaubiful hymn which has been set epart as "An Evening Hymn in caap",

I i o o PR P
Thers ot

e thank thee, 0 Our Father,
Before the memories fad

For all Thy love around us
And Tor The Boys' Br*i_‘auke,

Anen., be Lo 'tha't,
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